REGILDING THE CRESCENT
of a Free Turkey, if there should be any re-
currence of the horrors of Adana, or, in fact,
any sign of return to the malpractices of the old
regime.
If only on purely selfish grounds, the reaction-
ary ecclesiastics should, without great difficulty,
be made to see the best policy for them to pursue.
They should be made to realise the ignominious
position of their confreres in Algeria, where the
French Government has taken over the Habous
(i.e. the Vakuf, or Mosque property), administer-
ing it and paying the Ulema out of the proceeds.
Even if patriotism be a somewhat rare virtue
in ecclesiastical corporations, such an example
should warn these foolish hojas to abstain in
future from all interference in the work of Par-
liament. They would not lose respect by mend-
ing their ways. On the contrary, they would
gain power more properly their own.
It must not be supposed from what has been
said above that all the Ulema are fanatical and
reactionary. As a case in point, the ex-Sheikh-
ul-Islam, Djemaleddin Effendi, of whom some-
thing has already been said, was, during his
tenure of office, a zealous reformer, upholding
the Constitution and speaking frankly and fear-
lessly to the tyrant who did his utmost to
strangle it. His successors have held the same
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